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WINTER SPRINKLER BAN 
Grievance 

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [9.59 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Water. Unfortunately, I 
missed the minister’s brief ministerial statement on winter sprinkler bans earlier today, which I am sure was 
most illuminating. The reason I raise this matter of water is that it is obviously something that I am sure all 
Western Australians, or most Western Australians, take very seriously. I would like to think that Western 
Australians are becoming more water wise. I think we can see evidence of that wherever we go. We have 
become accustomed to the two rostered sprinkler days since they were introduced by the Gallop government in 
its first term. When the bans first came in, there was some conjecture about whether they would work and 
whether residents would be disadvantaged by them. However, I think we have all become used to them and we 
work around them. Later on, the Labor government, under the previous Minister for Water, the member for 
Balcatta, included bores in those restrictions, and bores were able to be used on three days a week. As I said, we 
got used to it. 
We understand that as the population grows and there is less rainfall, the dams no longer overflow. It used to be 
a great thing for families to go to Mundaring Weir and Canning Dam to see them overflow for the first time 
every winter. That no longer happens. Over the past few years I have travelled around other states and been to 
cities such as Melbourne, Adelaide, Brisbane and Sydney, which have all had very, very severe water 
restrictions. We are very fortunate that we have not been impacted upon as people in those cities have. Now we 
have had to restrict our watering in winter. We are on a two-month winter sprinkler watering ban, which I 
believe will finish at the end of this month. 

The reason I raise this issue is that when I was driving around my electorate the other day—in fact, in a street 
just around the corner from my house—I was very disappointed with what I saw. It was a very wintry day, it was 
raining quite heavily, and sprinklers were on. 
Mr D.A. Templeman: Name them in Parliament! 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: I was very disappointed that people in my electorate were breaking the sprinkler ban in 
winter. I turn my sprinklers off every year in about April. I do not have a huge garden, but I do the responsible 
thing and turn the sprinklers off in April. In that way I am not caught out. There might be some early winter 
rains, and nothing would look worse than the local member of Parliament’s sprinklers going at full bore at the 
front of his property when it is raining, as we see happen with some council parks and things like that. I 
wondered how someone could so blatantly ignore this ban. 

That leads me to the question that I would like to put to the minister. I would like to know whether the 
department has any data on the circumstances of those people who have broken the ban and flouted that law. Are 
they people with businesses? Are they people in private, single residences? Are they people in blocks of flats or 
units or townhouses? The property in question in my electorate is a block of six or seven townhouses. I am just 
wondering whether we perhaps have a problem with the people in charge of the body corporate. There are a lot 
of townhouses and strata titled properties in my electorate. Is this an issue that the department is confronting? Is 
the problem not so much the people who live in these places, but that the message has not got through or there 
has been a breakdown in the lines of communication between the body corporate and whoever is responsible for 
turning off the sprinklers? I would like the minister to look at that. 

At the time the minister announced the sprinkler ban and the two-month winter trial, he said that it was all about 
behavioural change. I am sure that is what it is. That is why, member for Mandurah, I did not call the cops when 
I saw those people breaking the sprinkler ban. I will go around and have a look at the property tomorrow, 
because tomorrow is their next day in the cycle. If the sprinklers are on again, I will obviously leave a message 
with the people at that property. In fairness, I do not think anyone blatantly breaks the ban. I think it is more of 
an oversight and something has broken down in the system. 

The other thing is that I had an inquiry from a person in my electorate who has three family members who all 
have separate properties on bores. He was very concerned about the restrictions, because he said that if his pump 
is not used for 10 minutes each week or at least each fortnight, it will break and cost him $700 or $800 to 
replace. I congratulate the minister on the decision he made regarding bore owners. I was able to convey to my 
constituent the fact that if people have a bore, the department will let them turn it on and run it for five or 10 
minutes, or whatever it takes, to keep it operational. I think that was a very commonsense decision, minister. 
In closing, if there is any data, I would like to know also how many of my constituents are breaking this ban. I 
would like to think that the statistics show that the number of water guzzlers in my electorate is very low. 

Mr M. McGowan: It’s not a very law-abiding area; it is very unlawful there. They’re all bogans in South Perth! 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: Member for Rockingham, they are very law-abiding people. 
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I would like the minister to enlighten me on that. More to the point, though, does the department have any plans 
to educate or communicate with bodies corporate to let them know that this is an issue—we know that people 
living in those circumstances are in a different situation from people living in single residences—so that we can 
get all Western Australians behind this very worthwhile ban? 

DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre — Minister for Water) [10.06 am]: I thank the member for South Perth for his 
grievance and for his support and his constituents’ support for the concept of saving water not just for today, but 
also for tomorrow. In the first half of this year—fortunately, the situation is now changing—we were faced with 
the third driest and warmest half-year on record and an ever-increasing daily consumption of water of about 
800 million litres, when the average consumption for winter was below 500 million litres. It was because of 
that—we were already into July—that I made a decision that we should, as a trial, introduce a total water 
sprinkler ban. Of course, we had missed the first few weeks of winter, but this trial started on 1 July, and it will 
end on 31 August. I know the member’s constituents are complying because, as a country member, I am 
fortunate to have a unit in South Perth. 

Mr J.E. McGrath: You have a good local member. 

Dr G.G. JACOBS: A very good local member. He has mentioned today his civic responsibility in this issue of 
conserving water, our most precious resource. I know that South Perth has embraced this campaign and taken on 
its civic responsibility. I go for a jog in the mornings in South Perth. I must tell the house that a few months ago I 
saw sprinklers on all over the place in the mornings when it was raining. It was not only on verges, but also in 
public open space. However, that has stopped. I think, and I know, from the broad surveys that have been 
conducted, that about 85 per cent of people have taken the message on board. 

Part of the member for South Perth’s issue is valid. The ban was introduced at a late stage, but it was introduced 
because of the need to try to reduce the daily consumption of water, which was very high. Essentially, the Water 
Corporation has legislative responsibility for the integrated water scheme—the scheme water. That is immediate. 
It has legislative responsibility, as it did to administer the two-day schedules. There is, of course, also the issue 
of garden bores. A lot of people say that garden bores are not drawing from the scheme, but we all realise that 
our underground water sources are connected. Our superficial aquifers are related to our deeper aquifers and they 
are important water sources for Perth. We in Perth are very fortunate to have a very large, deep aquifer called the 
Gnangara mound, which supplies 60 per cent of our needs. We are a very fortunate capital city because no other 
capital city is in that position. However, we still do not have the right to waste it. I think that message has got 
through. As far as garden bores are concerned—I will be quite frank with the member for South Perth—we are 
asking people to get on board with the concept, because the regulations pertaining to restrictions on the use of 
garden bores come under the Rights in Water and Irrigation Act 1914. A section in that act requires a three-
month review period. As members will understand, this year the period for bans is only two months. This will be 
the consideration of the summit on 9 September, to which I will invite the strata title corporate bodies. I will also 
write to them now that the member for South Perth has highlighted that point to me. I live in a very modest strata 
title abode—one of 50 units—in South Perth. Before the bans were implemented, when I was going home at 
11 o’clock on a Tuesday night after Parliament had risen, I was very surprised to see the sprinklers on at my 
units. As the member for South Perth has intimated, it is not necessarily about legislative muscle in all cases; it is 
about going to the front office, talking to the strata manager, who is in charge of the body corporate, and 
highlighting the issue. I have to say that the sprinklers are now off. The body corporate has come on board with 
this program, and we have saved significant amounts of water.  
God willing, it will continue to rain. Our surface water dams are about 40 per cent full. Surface dams are a water 
source in addition to the Gnangara mound and our superficial aquifers. I will take a correction on this from the 
member for Balcatta, who was the previous water minister and had the privilege of this portfolio before me: 
about 138 gigalitres are available in the dams today, recognising, of course, that we cannot access the bottom 
strata of our dams because of, for want of a better term, sludge. In fact, in light of the forecasts over the next 
week or two, our dam capacity, hopefully, will reach a record level for the past few years of about 150 gigalitres. 
I thank the member for South Perth for his grievance. I believe the introduction of sprinkler bans demonstrated 
that the government was serious. It is very likely that we will continue this plan post-summit, and I look forward 
to everyone’s contribution to that summit.  
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